l8o         THE AWAKENING OF  MODERN  EGYPT

one day avenge themselves on the authors of the demonstra-
tion of February i.

In August that year the Khedive took exception to certain
irregularities instigated by the new Minister of War, and
Baroudi was therefore dismissed, and Daoud Pasha Yeken, a
brother-in-law of the Khedive, was nominated in his place.
Daoud took peremptory measures to restore discipline in the
army and to curtail the activities of the colonels. They were
closely watched and spies dogged their steps wherever they
went. Measures were about to be taken to transfer the
mutinous regiments from Cairo to the provinces when
rumours were circulated that the Khedive had secured a fe twa,
or religious decree, from Sheikh ul Islam to condemn the
soldiers and their officers on a charge of high treason.

The suspicious colonels scented danger and had to act in
unison to save their lives. They were enraged at the dismissal
of their friend Al Baroudi, and they entertained no doubt
whatever that the Government was about to strike at them.
They preferred to forestall events, and planned overnight the
famous demonstration of 9 September 1881.

The three colonels were Ali Fahmy, Colonel of the
Khedive's own bodyguard; Abdul Al, Colonel of the Sudanese
Regiment quartered at Tura near Helwan; and Orabi,
Colonel of the 4th Regiment quartered at Abbassieh. Aly
Fahmy was the scheming head, Abdul Al an impetuous fire-
brand, and Orabi eloquent, and the accepted leader of the
triumvirate. All three came from poor fellaheen families, and
rose to their positions in the army from privates, by dint of
sheer diligence and devotion to duty. Orabi alone amongst
them had some claims to education, having attended courses
in religion and Arabic language for about four years at Al
Azhar University, and this accounts for his being a dis-
tinguished speaker who could quote freely from the Koran
and sometimes from Arabic literature.

Orabi's name began to shine after the demonstration of
February, and people began to recount the story of the daring
colonels who succeeded in defying the authorities and deposr
ing the unpopular Minister of War. The success of Orabi
drew rouncl him the malcontents who opposed Riad and
hoped for a change of ministry. In the English and French